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JUST BENEATH THE SURFACE 
You don t know what you' ll find when you go snorkeling. even close to civilization. 

FEATURES 

A 

14 

'4

THE NATURE CREW: Box Turtles: 
Armor-Clad Reptiles 

C:r•

18 
A League of Their Own 
Scouts battle for online 
supremacy in a Rocket 
League tournament. 

-.I ii,
SCOUTING AROUND: 
The Importance of l ii p,
Free Time Free time lets 
.you explore. relax, build 
friendships or try something 
newet for the fun of it 

--46" 

Merit Badge Minute 
Game Design. Dentistry, 

otGraphic Arts 

core 

Mr 

••• 

24 
COOLJOBS: MAGICIAN 

Hocus Pocus Jeffrey Day 
has the magic touch. 

ti

• `• 

.1, 

\• 

1k7 i

28 
An Epic Adventure These 
Indiana Venturers wanted 
a full California outdoor 
experience. They got it. 

4# 

38 
HOW TO DO IT: 4 Thieves Card 
Trick This trick is all about 
storytelling — and a little 
sleight of hand. 

OltPArtimENTs 

2 HITCHIN' RACK 
3 Heads Up 
7 Ask Us Anything 
8 SL Headliners 

32 Scout Scarf Day 
40 Fitness First 
40 Religious Emblems 
41 What's Up on 

scoutlife.org 

43 Think & Grin 

OMICS 

34 Pee Wee Harris 
35 WACKY 

ADVENTURES 
36 Scouts in Action 
37 More SIA 

Ak,

Scoll

•

N e0 

T. 

r. aint 
Gabriel peers underwater 
during a snorkeling trip by 
l'hil Foster Memorial Park in 

irid:1_ PAOE1O. 

SCOUT LIFE (ISSN 0008 .8808) in published 10 limes a year.with double (mew Jemmy • FebruaryendJune -July. by Om Boy Scouts at Amorics. 1325 W. Walnut Hill Lane, P 0 Box 152019. Irving. TX 75015,2079.$4.95 a copy. S24.00 a year. Outside the Wed Steles. add 52100 per year tor postage Spatial ratte to 

namboteol the Boy Scouts of Amelia Ihtoughtn.1 courted olltees.Ptelerred petiodicel pottage peril al trying TX ender eddltionel mitring offices (PIATS2-25 seetron 9). accepted lot special postage provided for m1103 Act of October 1917. June 13.1838. November 1858 Volume CXII.No 61) 2022 by the Ooy SOMA ul 

Anion*. SCOUT LIFE is a revived tradetno, k of the boy Stout a of Ain't tee An  themundoi merit& anything merino in SCOUT LIFE may not be reprinted ellhet wholly at in pail without permission. Braille edition magi, throughNelionel library Services for the Blind end Physically HindItappeclibrery or 

Congress.1291Taylor Street, NW. Washington. 0520542 Send stumped, sell-addressed envelope with unsolicited manuscripts. photos, illustrations SCOUT LIFE will not Oe responsible tor minutely's. photos and Illustrations in its attic, or in transit POSTMASTER Send eddies, chops to SCOU r LIFE PO Boa 

152401. Irving. TX 75015-2401 ADDRESS NAME OR MISSED COPIES' Call I-886-584-088.w write SCOUT L IFE. 1325 W. Wolnul Hill Lane P.0 601$2401,1rviliy. TX 70015.2401 Send label ttom old copy or owe nemeand address For mango of oddreso give bolt old and new addresses. Panted and bound by Quid 

SCOUTLIFE ORG * AUGUST 2022 1 



• 

Be 

Sur 

0 

10 SCOUTLIFE ORG * AUGUST 2022 

‘111 -

) ) 

a 
You don't know what you'll 

11, find when you go snorkeling, • 

even close to civilization.
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Photography by Michael Roytek 

By Michael Freeman 
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hen you're crossing a bridg, 
you might not think much 
about what's underneath.

Depending on where you are, an adventu 
t could be waiting. 

In the shadow of the 65-foot-tall Blue 
Heron Bridge in Riviera Beach, Florida, 
an artificial reef attracts a variety of fish, 

A stingrays, lobsters, octopuses and crabs.
It's one of the best snorkeling places in 
the state. 

; The Scouts of boys and girls troops 373, 
both of Melbourne, Fla., wanted to check 
it out. The girls troop had been snorkeli 
before in the Florida Keys, but this spot — • 
was closer to home and looked like fun. a
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Sergeant major fish swim along the snorkel trail. In 2014, 
Michael DeLuca Jr, of Troop 327 of Boca Raton, Fla., added 
two structures to the trail for his Eagle Scout project. 

Go snorkeling with the Scouts of troops 373 by watching 
a video they shot at go.scoutlife.org/snorkeling 

An Underwater Trail 
About 80 miles north of Miami, 

the Blue Heron Bridge connects 
Singer Island to the mainland. In 
between sits Phil Foster Memorial 
Park, featuring a snorkeling trail. 
The trail stretches across 800 feet 
with boats, rocks and sculptures 
submerged in about 10 feet of water. 
These structures encourage coral 
growth and provide shelter for other 
marine life. 

"I was surprised by how much 
we saw," says Life Scout Sylvia 
Kopenkoskey, 15. "It was a really 
good spot." 

Beau Lail takes 
video of the 
underwater 
world. 

Before you go snorkeling in open 
water, you must train. The Scouts 
practiced at a local pool to get used 
to wearing masks, snorkels and 
fins. Snorkeling offers swimmers 
an inexpensive way to explore the 
underwater world: The mask helps 
you see, the fins help you move and 
the snorkel helps you 
breathe. But there 
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are tricks to using this gear — some 
of which require a little practice. 

"To not get saltwater in my 
mouth, I had to figure out that when 
I breathe through my mouth, I need 
to make sure my snorkel is above 
the water," Sylvia says. "It was more 
of an inexperience thing." 

"If your snorkel does fill up, you 
just have to blow really hard and 
it usually comes out the top," says 
Life Scout JJ McKune, 14. 

Another common problem is your 
mask fogging up, which is caused 
by dirt or changes in temperature 
between the air and water. You can 
use special wipes to prevent the 
fogging. 

"If you don't have any of that fancy 
stuff for your goggles, just go above 
the water and dunk your goggles 
in the water, let it fill up and then 
empty it," JJ says. "It should then be 
clear, and you can see again." 

Armed with these tips and some 
practice, the Scouts felt ready. 

Mask Up 
Since the park doesn't offer any 

campsites, the troops found another 
state park about 50 miles away. On 
a mild spring weekend last April, 
the troops set up camp and woke up 
early the next morning to the noisy 
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Scouts stayed in 
designated areas 
away from boats. 

' 

calls of of sandhill cranes. 
"They're very loud and repetitive. 

It was not very nice waking up to," 
says Star Scout Lily McKune, 12. 

Still, the Scouts felt rested and 
energetic for a day in the water. They 
shuttled over to the park, rented 
their gear and reviewed the safety 
rules. One major rule was following 
the buddy system. Accidents 
can happen unexpectedly, so it's 
important to look out for each other. 

"You had to be within arm's reach 
of your buddy," says Star Scout John 
Ewing, 12. 
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Abby Shepard loves snorkeling. Her first 
cam pout with the troop was a snorkeling trip, 
so she jumped at the chance to do it again. 
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During the morning, some Scouts 
splashed around in the shallows, 

getting comfortable in the water. 
One way to ease into snorkeling is 

to wear a special inflatable snorkel 
vest. The vest will help you float 
while you focus on looking around 

and breathing while your face is 
underwater. 

Even in the shallow swimming 

area, there was plenty to see. 
"I've never seen so many hermit 

crabs in one place," says First Class 
Scout Savannah Nash, 14. "Maybe 
on one bridge pole, there were 
thousands. They were all super tiny." 

After lunch, the tide came in, 
clearing any murkiness from the 
water and making it perfect to 
explore the underwater trail. 

In the Deep End 
Scouts kicked over to the trail 

and peered beneath the surface, 
occasionally diving down to get a 
closer look at the marine life. They 
spotted a pufferfish, sea urchins, 
stingrays, a lobster and an octopus, 
which Savannah named "Dave" just 
for fun. 

They also saw a couple of barracuda. 
The ferocious-looking fish appeared 
to be about a foot or two in length —
or maybe they were smaller. 
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"Everything's magnified 
underwater," Savannah says. 

What wasn't exaggerated was 
the amount of colorful fish hanging 
around the artificial reef. Sergeant 
major, sheepshead and blue-striped 
grunt were a few of the species the 
Scouts identified. 

The whole day wasn't devoted 
solely to snorkeling. Some Scouts 
tried paddleboarding, working on 
the Scouting award for that activity. 

"Do everything you can while 
you're there, because you don't 
know if you'll be back," says Life 
Scout Rachel Devoid, 14. 

That attitude helps you fully 
take advantage of a beautiful day 

at the beach. After several hours 
in the water, the Scouts returned 
to camp to rest and eat, indulging 
in a chicken-and-rice dish that 
evening and chocolate-chip pancakes 
the following morning before 
heading home. 

"It was a perfect campout," 
Rachel says. + 

Life Scout Ceclan Connor takes a break 
to enjoy a slice of watermelon. 

Savannah Nash floats with 
a dive flag, A dive flag signals 
to nearby boaters that snorkelers 
are in the area. 
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FIND AN UNDERWATER TRAIL 
The designated snorkel trail by the Blue Heron Bridge isn't the only one in America. 

Several have been set up off Florida's coasts — some taking divers past shipwrecks. Others. 

like the one off St. John in the U.S. Virgin Islands, pass over natural coral reefs. 
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EARN THE SNORKELING BSA AWARD 
By mastering the basic skills of using a mask, snorkel and fins, Scouts 

BSA members, Venturers, Sea Scouts and Explorers can earn the -. 

Snorkeling BSA Award. This award can be worn on your swimsuit. 

Some of the requirements include using snorkeling equipment. 

demonstrating survival and first-aid techniques. and 

understanding snorkeling signals. 

. Learning and practicing these skills in a confined area, 

like a pool, will prepare you for snorkeling in open water. 

BE SAFE 
When getting snorkeling gear, look for traditional snorkel masks and 

tubes. Oo not use full-face masks. which combine a built-in snorkel with a 

mask covering your entire face. Those masks are prohibited in all BSA 

aquatic activities because of several possible dangers. including carbon 

dioxide buildup. For more. read the BSA Snorkeling Safety guide 
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Sylvia Kopenkoskey tells Scouts what - 
to look for when they dive underwater. 
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